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District leaders on January 22-January 24th and Lab Site Professional Development days on 
January 24th-January 26th. 
 
Our partnership with Teachers College emerged based on the interest of our teacher and principal 
practitioners. In the spring of 2017, the Senior Director from TCRWP and a key writer of the 
curriculum units provided an overview of the Writing Units of Study for WCCUSD during a 
three-day event for teachers and administrators.  We also sent teacher leaders and administrators 
to Teachers College in New York to experience first-hand the depth and complexity of the 
Teachers College Writing Institutes. 
 
As a result of our commitment, Teachers College has selected WCCUSD as a partner District.  In 
July of 2017, a Teachers College Homegrown Writing Institute for teachers was held at ECHS.  
Approximately 125 elementary teachers and 10 principals from across the District attended this 
five-day intensive professional development institute led by several experts from TCRWP.  The 
institute sparked deeper interest in the Writing Units of Study and teachers from 21 elementary 
sites began implementation in the fall of 2017.  Those who had already begun implementation 
were recharged by participating in this institute.  
 
The Principal Professional Learning Community for those principals interested in implementing 
the Writing Units of Study curriculum has grown this year.  The PLC includes principals from 
the following sites:  Bayview, Chavez, Collins, Downer, Ellerhorst, Fairmont, Harding, 
Highland, Kensington, Lake, Lupine Hills, Madera, Montalvin, Ohlone, Peres, Riverside, Tara 
Hills, Valley View, and Washington.  In addition, several other schools have begun using 
elements of the program to build a community of writers at their sites.   
 
We have also contracted with TCRWP for site based professional development for teachers, 
teacher leaders, and administrators.  Madera, Bayview, and Downer Elementary Schools are our 
Lab Sites.  Each site is hosting ten lab site days where approximately 30 teachers from 
elementary sites are provided demonstration lessons and planning time led by staff developers 
from TCRWP.  The focus of the professional development is the Writing Workshop mini-lesson, 
which is an essential component of the Workshop model.  Our next Lab Site visits are January 25 
and 26 at Downer and Bayview.  Come out and observe our powerful teaching and learning! 
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Invitation to our Board of Educators to have a Meal with Teachers College Reading and 
Writing partners on Monday, January 22 at 5:00 p.m. - Nia Rashidchi 
We would like to invite Board members to join us for dinner with our principal leads, central 
office Literacy leadership, and partners from the Teachers College Reading and Writing Project 

https://maps.google.com/?q=293+Arlington+Avenue,+Kensington&entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:rcornejo@wccusd.net
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WCMS Parent Open House Event Fall 2017. 
 

 
WCMS students in our After School Program 
 

 
WCMS students at the Exploratorium, November 2017 
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West County Mandarin School families participating in the 23rd Street Community Clean Up this past 
October. 
 

 
WCMS students taking a break at the 23rd Street Community Clean Up 
 
Public Records Log – Marcus Walton 
Included in this week’s memo is the log of public records requests received by the district.  If 
you have any questions, please contact me. 
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