
Grade Ten: History-Social Science Content Standards 

 

World History, Culture, and Geography: The Modern World 

Students in grade ten study major turning points that shaped the modern world, from the late eighteenth century 
through the present, including the cause and course of the two world wars. They trace the rise of democratic ideas 
and develop an understanding of the historical roots of current world issues, especially as they pertain to 
international relations. They extrapolate from the American experience that democratic ideals are often achieved at 
a high price, remain vulnerable, and are not practiced everywhere in the world. Students develop an understanding 
of current world issues and relate them to their historical, geographic, political, economic, and cultural contexts. 
Students consider multiple accounts of events in order to understand international relations from a variety of 
perspectives.  

10.1 Students relate the moral and ethical principles in ancient Greek and Roman philosophy, in Judaism, 
and in Christianity to the development of Western political thought.  

1. Analyze the similarities and differences in Judeo-Christian and Greco-Roman views of law, reason and 
faith, and duties of the individual.  

2. 



6. Analyze the emergence of capitalism as a dominant economic pattern and the responses to it, including 
Utopianism, Social Democracy, Socialism, and Communism.  

7. Describe the emergence of Romanticism in art and literature (e.g., the poetry of William Blake and William 
Wordsworth), social criticism (e.g., the novels of Charles Dickens), and the move away from Classicism in 
Europe.  

10.4 Students analyze patterns of global change in the era of New Imperialism in at least two of the 
following regions or countries: Africa, Southeast Asia, China, India, Latin America, and the Philippines.  

1. Describe the rise of industrial economies and their link to imperialism and colonial-ism (e.g., the role played 
by national security and strategic advantage; moral issues raised by the search for national hegemony, 
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