
Grade Eleven 
 

United States History and Geography: Continuity and 
Change in the Twentieth Century 
Students in grade eleven study the major turning points in American history in the twentieth 
century. Following a review of the nation's beginnings and the impact of the Enlightenment on 
U.S. democratic ideals, students build upon the tenth grade study of global industrialization to 
understand the emergence and impact of new technology and a corporate economy, including 





4. Analyze the passage of the Nineteenth Amendment and the changing role of women in 
society.  

5. Describe the Harlem Renaissance and new trends in literature, music, and art, with 
special attention to the work of writers (e.g., Zora Neale Hurston, Langston Hughes).  

6. Trace the growth and effects of radio and movies and their role in the worldwide diffusion 
of popular culture.  

7. Discuss the rise of mass production techniques, the growth of cities, the impact of new 
technologies (e.g., the automobile, electricity), and the resulting prosperity and effect on 
the American landscape.  

11.6 Students analyze the different explanations for the Great Depression and how the 
New Deal fundamentally changed the role of the federal government.  

1. Describe the monetary issues of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries that 
gave rise to the establishment of the Federal Reserve and the weaknesses in key sectors 
of the economy in the late 1920s.  

2. Understand the explanations of the principal causes of the Great Depression and the 
steps taken by the Federal Reserve, Congress, and Presidents Herbert Hoover and 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt to combat the economic crisis.  

3. Discuss the human toll of the Depression, natural disasters, and unwise agricultural 
practices and their effects on the depopulation of rural regions and on political 



7. Discuss the decision to drop atomic bombs and the consequences of the decision 
(Hiroshima and Nagasaki).  

8. Analyze the effect of massive aid given to Western Europe under the Marshall Plan to 
rebuild itself after the war and the importance of a rebuilt Europe to the U.S. economy.  

11.8 Students analyze the economic boom and social transformation of post-World War II 
America.  

1. Trace the growth of service sector, white collar, and professional sector jobs in business 
and government.  

2. Describe the significance of Mexican immigration and its relationship to the agricultural 
economy, especially in California.  

3. Examine Truman's labor policy and congressional reaction to it.  
4. Analyze new federal government spending on defense, welfare, interest on the national 

debt, and federal and state spending on education, including the California Master Plan.  
5. Describe the increased powers of the presidency in response to the Great Depression, 

World War II, and the Cold War.  
6. Discuss the diverse environmental regions of North America, their relationship to local 

economies, and the origins and prospects of environmental problems in those regions.  
7. Describe the effects on society and the economy of technological developments since 

1945, including the computer revolution, changes in communication, advances in 
medicine, and improvements in agricultural technology.  

8. Discuss forc





6. Analyze the persistence of poverty and how different analyses of this issue influence 
welfare reform, health insurance reform, and other social policies.  

7. Explain how the federal, state, and local governments have responded to demographic 
and social changes such as population shifts to the suburbs, racial concentrations in the 
cities, Frostbelt-to-Sunbelt migration, international migration, decline of family farms, 
increases in out-of-wedlock births, and drug abuse.  
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