
Grade Eight 
 
 

United States History and Geography: Growth and 
Conflict   

 
Students in grade eight study the ideas, issues, and events from the framing of the Constitution up to World 
War I, with an emphasis on America's role in the war. After reviewing the development of America's 
democratic institutions founded on the Judeo-Christian heritage and English parliamentary traditions, 
particularly the shaping of the Constitution, students trace the development of American politics, society, 
culture, and economy and relate them to the emergence of major regional differences. They learn about the 
challenges facing the new nation, with an emphasis on the causes, course, and consequences of the Civil 
War. They make connections between the rise of industrialization and contemporary social and economic 
conditions.  

8.1 Students understand the major events preceding the founding of the nation and relate 
their significance to the development of American constitutional democracy.  

1. Describe the relationship between the moral and political ideas of the Great Awakening 
and the development of revolutionary fervor.  

2. Analyze the philosophy of government expressed in the Declaration of Independence, 
with an emphasis on government as a means of securing individual rights (e.g., key 
phrases such as "all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with 
certain unalienable Rights").  

3. Analyze how the American Revolution affected other nations, especially France.  

4. Describe the nation's blend of civic republicanism, classical liberal principles, and English 
parliamentary traditions.  

8.2 Stud ents analyze the political principles underlying the U.S. Constitution and compare the 
enumerated and implied powers of the federal government.  

1. Discuss the significance of the Magna Carta, the English Bill of Rights, and the May-
flower Compact.  

2. Analyze the Articles of Confederation and the Constitution and the success of each in 
implementing the ideals of the Declaration of Independence.  

3. Evaluate the major debates that occurred during the development of the Constitution and 
their ultimate resolutions in such areas as shared power among institutions, divided state-
federal power, slavery, the rights of individuals and states (later addressed by the 
addition of the Bill of Rights), and the status of American Indian nations under the 
commerce clause.  

4. Describe the political philosophy underpinning the Constitution as specified in 
the Federalist Papers (authored by James Madison, Alexander Hamilton, and John Jay) 
and the role of such leaders as Madison, George Washington, Roger Sherman, 



7. Describe the principles of federalism, dual sovereignty, separation of powers, checks and 
balances, the nature and purpose of majority rule, and the ways in which the American 
idea of constitutionalism preserves individual rights.  



8.6 Students analyze the divergent paths of the American people from 1800 to the mid -
1800s and the challenges they faced, with emphasis on the Northeast.  

1. Discuss the influence of industrialization and technological developments on the region, 
including human modification of the landscape and how physical geography shaped 
human actions (e.g., growth of 



5. Discuss Mexican settlements and their locations, cultural traditions, attitudes toward 
slavery, land-grant system, and economies.  

6. Describe the Texas War for Independence and the Mexican-American War, including 
territorial settlements, the aftermath of the wars, and the effects the wars had on the lives 
of Americans, including Mexican Americans today.  

8.9 Students analyze the early and steady attempts to abolish slavery and to realize the 
ideals of the Declaration of Independence.  

1. Describe the leaders of the movement (e.g., John Quincy Adams and his proposed 
constitutional amendment, John Brown and the armed resistance, Harriet Tubman and 
the Underground Railroad, Benjamin Franklin, Theodore Weld, William Lloyd Garrison, 
Frederick Douglass).  

2. Discuss the abolition of slavery in early state constitutions.  

3. Describe the significance of the Northwest Ordinance in education and in the banning of 
slavery in new states north of the Ohio River.  

4. Discuss the importance of the slavery issue as raised by the annexation of Texas and 
California's admission to the union as a free state under the Compromise of 1850.  

5. Analyze the significance of the States' Rights Doctrine, the Missouri Compromise (1820), 
the Wilmot Proviso (1846), the Compromise of 1850, Henry Clay's role in the Missouri 
Compromise and the Compromise of 1850, the Kansas-Nebraska Act (1854), the Dred 
Scott v. Sandford decision (1857), and the Lincoln-Douglas debates (1858).  

6. Describe the lives of free blacks and the laws that limited their freedom and economic 
opportunities.  

8.10 Students analyze the multiple causes, key events, and complex consequences of the 
Civil War.  

1. Compare the conflicting interpretations of state and federal authority as emphasized in 
the speeches and writings of statesmen such as Daniel Webster and John C. Calhoun.  

2. Trace the boundaries constituting the North and the South, the geographical differences 
between the two regions, and the differences between agrarians and industrialists.  

3. Identify the constitutional issues posed by the doctrine of nullification and secession and 
the earliest origins of that doctrine.  

4. Discuss Abraham Lincoln's presidency and his significant writings and speeches and 
their relationship to the Declaration of Independence, such as his "House Divided" 
speech (1858), Gettysburg Address (1863), Emancipation Proclamation (1863), and 
inaugural addresses (1861 and 1865).  
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